
DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI 

International Student House has over 80 years of history with more than 15,000 

alumni from over 140 countries.   
 

Many of our distinguished alumni have gone one to achieve successful careers in their respective 

governments, corporate and non-profit sectors. 

His Excellency Geir H. Haarde, Ambassador of Iceland 

Former Prime Minister 

ISH-DC Alumnus, 1970’s 

 

ISH-DC honored Ambassador Haarde with our distinguished alum-

nus award in 2015 

 

Ambassador Haarde has also hosted ISH-DC alumni and friends 

at his residence on more than one occasion  

The Honorable Alexander De Croo 

Deputy Prime Minister of Belgium 

ISH-DC Alumnus, 1990’s 

 

ISH-DC honored Minister De Croo with our distinguished 

alumnus award in 2018, during which His Excellency Dirk 

Wouters, Ambassador of Belgium, hosted ISH-DC at his 

residence for a reception with the Deputy Prime Minister 

Ambassador Haarde accepting our Distinguished Alumnus Award at ISH-DC Minister De Croo speaking at the Ambassador’s residence with ISH-DC       

resident scholar Ali Can moderating the discussion 

Distinguished Alumni 

Annette and Elias Aburdene, Owners, Rock Creek 

Corporation 

Abraham Akoi, Policy and Management Officer, Ministry of 

Finance and Economic Planning, South Sudan 

Arthur Atiwane, President, Red Cross Society, Swaziland 

Petter Jakob Bjerve, former Minister of Finance, Norway 

Apichart Chinwanno, Ambassador of Thailand to Sweden, 

Finland, and Estonia 

Mong-il Chong, Chairman, Hyundai Venture Investment 

Corporation 

 

Andreas Falke, Director, German-American Institute, 

Nuremburg 

Dell Higgie, New Zealand Ambassador for Counter-

Terrorism 

Josephine Lao, Journalist, Bloomberg News, Hong Kong 

Geir Lundestad, Professor of History, University of Oslo; 

former Director of the Nobel Institute of Oslo 

Cehn Ker, Deputy Director, Ministry of Defense, Singapore  

 

ISH-DC has an extensive alumni network around the world.  Stay connected through our alumni portal 

at www.ishdc.org/alumni and sign up for our bi-monthly alumni newsletter! 
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